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SUMMER READING 2018 
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American Identity Analysis and Response Assignment  

 
May 21, 2018 
 
 
Dear AP English Language and Composition Student, 
 
Welcome to Junior AP English.  
 
AP English Language and Composition serves as the equivalent of a freshman college course 
in composition and text analysis. In semester one, AP students will study writing and practice 
text analysis through a selection of early American literature.  Students will develop the skill of 
recognizing how authors use rhetorical strategies to construct their intended arguments.   Each 
semester there is an overriding question that guides learning.  
 
Semester One Question: What does it mean to be an American? 
 
We start the semester laying the foundation for what will be an exploration as to what it means 
to be American.  Your summer assignment will begin this journey.  
 
We suggest you buy your own copy of the required book listed below. Copies of the required 
summer reading title are available at any area bookstore or are available online.  
 
The summer assignment is in two parts. It doesn't matter in what order the assignment is 
completed as long as both are completed before the start of class.  Please type all responses to 
the assignment questions.  
 
Part 1:   Into the Wild  by Jon Krakauer  
Part 2: What it means to be an American - Contemporary Views (articles and video).  
 
We hope this letter gives you all the information you need to begin preparing for next year’s 
class.  We truly believe you will have a challenging, rewarding, and enjoyable time with this 
course.  We look forward to seeing all of you next year!  Have a great summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. James Claud 
Mr. Richard Mitchell 
Mrs. Holly Wierschem 
 
 
 



Part 1  
 

Into the Wild  by Jon Krakauer  
 
Please read  Into the Wild  by Jon Krakauer,  and jot your thoughts based on the questions 
below. 
  
This book will be the subject of a class discussion as well as an in-class essay to be written on 
Friday, August 24, 2018 .  
 
Please annotate and keep notes on this text.  Mark important quotes, reactions, character 
analysis, literary devices, recurrent elements or symbols, evidence, larger ideas or themes, and 
anything else that would be of interest or value in discussion and writing. As you read, pay close 
attention to the individual and nature, the individual and society, and the individual and 
religion/spirituality. Your annotated text may be used on the in class essay. 
  
Questions to consider: Who is the target audience?  What is the author’s purpose? Is there 
anything particularly “American” about this story?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2 
 

What it means to be an American - Contemporary View 
 
Please read/watch the links below, and jot your thoughts based on the following questions. 
Your typed notes may be used during the in-class discussion over this information . 
  
Articles and video:  
 
1. Pondiscio, Robert.  “What Every American Should Know.”   US New and World Report.  11 Jan. 
2016. 
 
2. UMSL International Student and Scholar Services.  “Key American Values.”  University of 
Missouri-St. Louis. 2013. Information provided to incoming foreign students about American 
values and customs.  
 
For both articles, consider the following:  
Offer a concise summary of both articles. What does it mean to be an American? What is the 
main argument? How does the article shape your understanding? What are your areas of 
agreement and disagreement?  
 
3. Watch the video:  
“What does America Stand for We asked Teenagers.”   Anna North.  New York Times.  2017.  
 
“Teenagers around the country were asked to respond to the following questions: What are your 
values as a person? What are American values? Do you think the country is living up to these 
values today? Why or why not?...The video contains a sampling of the videos the teenagers 
submitted. It’s not as scientific or wide ranging as a poll or a survey. Instead, think of it as a kind 
of preview: This is how our country looks today to some of the young people who will help 
decide its future.” -- Anna North 
 
After you watch this video, consider the following:  
Does this video shed light on the question of what it means to be an American? What values are 
highlighted? How does it help you shape your understanding? What are your areas of 
agreement and disagreement and why?  Is the video a fair sampling?  
 
4. Find an article/opinion that represents your view on American values  or  that examines the 
issues regarding American values. You may use any credible source. 
 
After you read this article, consider the following:  
Offer a concise summary of the article. What is the main argument? How does the article 
address the question “What does it mean to be an American?” How does the article shape your 
understanding? What are your areas of agreement and disagreement? Support your response 
with a specific quotation or example from the article.  
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1whg7xxi5YEYSRbIv2spSZbESo4nMIdixuwmIG4sqQvw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jvuer1PdX--gRD-4b8bE6by7AyDAZw4JjVgBKx5VxrE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2V627s6TYX1Q2hOUF9yQTlZWFU/view?ts=5b0431cc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2V627s6TYX1Q2hOUF9yQTlZWFU/view?ts=5b0431cc

